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Descriptor 10: Marine Litter

"Properties and quantities of marine litter do not cause harm to the coastal and marine 

environment"

Marine litter is a global concern, affecting all the oceans of the world. 

Every year, millions and millions of tonnes of litter end up in the ocean 

worldwide, posing environmental, economic, health and aesthetic 

problems.

Poor practices of solid waste management, waste water (including storm 

water) collection and treatment, lack of infrastructure and awareness of 

the public at large about the consequences of their actions aggravate 

substantially the situation. 

Cleaning up the oceans is one option, it is however not the most efficient method against marine 

litter. You could compare it to scouring the sand in the desert and this is simply something that no 

county could afford. The solution is to tackle the problem at its source. 

Marine litter is also one of the clearest symbols of a resource inefficient economy. Valuable materials 

are polluting our beaches and damaging our environment instead of being pumped back into our 

economy. Therefore, a circular economy approach which puts the emphasis on preventing waste and 

on recycling and reuse of materials and products in the first place, is the best solution to the marine 

litter problem.

The Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD) sets the framework for Member States to achieve 

Our Oceans, Seas and 
Coasts
Achieve Good Environmental Status
The main goal of the Marine Directive is to achieve Good Environmental Status of EU marine waters by 

2020. The Directive defines Good Environmental Status (GES) as:

“The environmental status of marine waters where these provide ecologically diverse and 

dynamic oceans and seas which are clean, healthy and productive” Article 3



There is not much more to say
it is time to act at global scale

in these 5 minutes 100 tons of marine 
litter have been discharged in the 

global ocean


