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In the contest of the UN Conference on climate change in Doha, The Italian Ministry for the 

Environment, Land and Sea, promoted a side event on “The evaluation of the 

environmental footprint: a public private partnership toward GHG mitigation”. The aim is to 

present the Italian program for the environmental footprint, which is based on a voluntary 

public-private partnership finalized at the identification of methodologies and sustainability 

indexes measuring the environmental impact of goods and services production. 

 

According to the recent market trend, companies voluntary commitments to reduce GHGs 

are increasingly becoming an important tool to enhance reduction measures and policies 

applied in the framework of the Kyoto Protocol and in the EU climate-energy package. The 

Italian program for the environmental footprint is in line with other similar initiatives in the 

EU context. In this venue, the meeting in Doha is aimed at stimulating the debate on this 

approach that is able to contribute to a new development opportunities for companies, to 

an actual reduction of GHG emissions and to a new awareness for goods consumers. 

 

Corrado Clidi, the Italian Minister for the Environment, in his welcome speech underlined 

the Italian commitment in developing a low Carbon economy in Italy as well as abroad. “A 

plan for the ‘de-carbonization’ of the Italian economy already started - said Mr Clini – We 

are promoting this initiative in partnership with the excellences of the private sector, in 

order to raise awareness among consumers and companies on the crucial aim of 

improving the environmental performance of the productive processes. The need of 

“green” products, certified and verified, is also growing in the International market”.  

 

After Ministry’s welcome speech, Martina Hauser, Coordinator of the Ministerial Task 

Force for the assessment of the environmental footprint of systems and patterns of 



production and consumption, presented the progress of the ongoing Italian program. It 

followed the speeches of Jeff Beyer, Carbon Trust Unlocking Business Value from 

Footprinting, Paul Simpson, Chief Executive Officer, the Carbon Disclosure Project The 

CDP 2012 Report, Gianluigi Angelantoni, Chief Executive Officer of Archimede Solar 

Energy, who signed a  Voluntary Agreement with the Italian Ministry for the Environment. 

 


