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As I already noted in my introduction, here are the main elements of the 
« new » approach for the remaining two years of the FP7.

This will be implemented with one overarching theme and three objectives 
for the next two years and five main priorities selected for WP2012.

This new structure of the Work Programme was inspired by the 2010 AG 
report. In our 2012 Work Programme, we  are  using a challenge-driven 
approach which will be implemented in a way that is similar to the some of 
the thematic parts of the AG report. In line with the AG report suggestions, 
we are breaking boundaries of the sub-activities and moving away from 
narrowly prescriptive topics to broader strategic topics. As your report 
suggests, these broader topics will be designed to promote high impact 
projects involving a broad range of stakeholders.

The overarching theme -- « Transformative and responsible innovation » --
was also chosen based on the suggestions you provided in the 2010 AG 
report. 



The first objective is to provide knowledge-based options for 
addressing major societal challenges

This objective is designed in the spirit of your suggestions, 
particularly your general advice on taking into account cross-
sectoral challenges and the international dimensions of European 
environmental research.

-our approach combines social challenges, the economy and the 
environment both at the EU level and at the international level
-it provides more strategic focus on fewer and broader priorities 
with high EU added value (moving away from shopping list 
approach)
-this objective encourages strong linkages with other sectors. 



The second objective is to develop and strengthen European 
leadership in innovation
-Innovation Partnership on water is foreseen 
-Bottom-up topics on technological innovation to improve 
resource efficiency (building on the good experience of 2011 eco-
innovation call)
-Major efforts foreseen to encourage broad stakeholder 
participation including SMEs
-Enhancing social innovation suc as innovation in policy, 
governance, tools for management, and increase societal 
resilience in case of environmental hazards



The third objective is to promote and facilitate knowledge 
transfer, assessment, uptake and exploitation of scientific data 
and results
This objective is also linked to ideas expressed in the AG report.
•In this respect specific activities will be foreseen  to support 
dissemination and exploitation of results including for innovation
-Also bottom-up topic on demonstration  activities incluidng 
prototypes, new designs etc derived from previously EU funded 
projects is foreseen
-Better alignment of the work programme priorities and our 
communication strategy is also foreseen 



Five challenge-driven priorities have been identified for WP2012:
Coping with climate change
Example: large-scale experiments to integrate climate change information and knowledge in 
support of adaptation and mitigation measures (high added value and policy relevance)
Example: Support for the Joint programming on climate change
As suggested in the AG report, this priority will also address both the drivers and processes 
determining climate change in order to detect and attibute its causes and impacts.
Sustainable use and management of land and seas
The priority takes into account the need for research on valuation of ecosystem services, 
which was also noted in the AG report.
Example: large topic on innovative solutions to integrate ecosystem services in sustainable 
land management 
Improving Resource Efficiency
Example: a bottom-up topic on technological solutions to drastically improve resource 
efficiency; decreasing material inputs, recovering by-rpoducts, minimising waste (high 
industrial and SME dimesion)
Example: support Joint programming initiative on water
Protecting citizens from environmental hazards
Example: large-scale cross-disciplinary approaches for detection, forecast of hazards to 
improve societal resilience and population safety and health (high EU addede value and 
strong international dimesion)
Mobilizing environmental knowledge for policy, industry and society
This priority is closely linked to the AG suggestion to include the issue of mobilizing the 
science-policy interface in environmental governance in the Work Programme
Example: GEO initiative on citizens’ observatory; example: feasibility study on open access 
to environmental data and results (in line with your suggestion on data storage, availability 
and management)

We are currently developing topic descrptions that will correspond to these priorities and we
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